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o 5 The clean vehwles program is 1mportant to me because of the people I iove My son B

i Colin was bom ﬁJll term. He was very hoalthy and in fact never got smk untal he was 19 o
- months-old. -At this time, he had his first asthma attack. -Asthma is on the rise. Since. © . v ¢
- 1980, asthma has increased by over 160% in children under the age of’ ﬁve years old As o

Ty of the: year 2004, 8.9 million children in the US have asthma.

WO I haVe never expenenced anythmg more heart wrenchmg or pamﬁ;! than watchmg mY
S litle boy struggle to breath. 'And because I'am his mother, he looked to mé to fix it, to .
Pl make everythlog better, but I was powerless to help him. Colin’s first asthma attack
"+ lasted three days with two of those days spent in the hospital. Tmagine struggling to

S "-‘f_jbreathe for three days with no understaodmg of what. was hapng to you or if it would_:' - 0, 45

i ~ever stop.- 10% of chlldren in the US have asthma, but Colm is 100% to me he i
: .';"evcrythmg to me; -

£ '...CIean air 18 of the utmost 1mportanco for Colm For Cohn clean a1r means not just

- - health, but freedom. Freedom to broaih deeply w1thout the ﬁaar of a.aother asthma attaok. ; 7 i

T, Freedom ta be a typlcal llttle bOy

el My niece Jenmfer is another person who Was greatly aﬁ‘ected by clean air. T
".." Unfortunately, Jenmfer isno longer with us.. “Jennifer died at the age of 24 ﬁom -
‘complications due to cystlc fibrosis. Cystic: FlerSIS is a disease aﬂ’ectmg a person’ e ot
_ lungs and’ dtgestlve system.’ Jennifer’s lungs were filled with ) ‘mucous. Despiteher
" T condmon, Jennifer was generally healthy most of her life with few trips to the hospxtal
- - Butin the last few years of her life, her condltlon became worse and her lungs ﬁnally
i .falled her’in October of 2004 : : : _ g

"'-Would Ienmfer stzll be allve 1f the air she breathod was cleaner? I do not know for sure.. b

ol _ But perhaps if she had less scar tissue, her lungs would have been able to recovermuch * .
" gasier:. Sadly, it’s too late for Jennifer, but it is not too late for her' two brothers who alsp o~ T

. have cystw ﬁbr031s For her brothors Bryan and Matthew clean air means hfe

s Pennsylvama s cmos are ranked as some of the Worst areas in the oountry for air

e pollution. Let’s: start’ taking: respﬂnslbthty and not lot thlS smart solutlon that other states : e

'have suocessfully adopted pass us by
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